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Current Position
Ann and Jay Davis Professor of Jewish Studies and Linguistics, University of Georgia, August 2023-present.
Previous Positions 

Malvin E. and Lea P. Bank Professor of Jewish Studies, Classics & Ancient Mediterranean Studies, and Linguistics, Penn State University, July 2014–June 2023.

Associate Professor of Classics & Ancient Mediterranean Studies, Jewish Studies, and Linguistics, Penn State University, July 2010–June 2014. 
Malvin E. and Lea P. Bank Early Career Professor of Jewish Studies and Assistant Professor of Classics & Ancient Mediterranean Studies and Linguistics, Penn State University, July 2004–June 2010.

Administrative Position
Director, Jewish Studies Program, Penn State University, January 2011–June 2014.

Fellowships
John S. Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 2016–17.

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, 2022–23.

Education
Ph.D. Near Eastern Languages & Civilizations, Harvard University, 2004.
M.A. Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania, 1999.
B.A. Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania, 1998.
Books Authored
1. Studies in Semitic Grammaticalization. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2005. 
· Review: John Engle, Review of Biblical Literature (2006).

· Review: Guy Deutscher, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 69 (2006): 464-66. 

· Review: Eran Cohen, Bibliotheca Orientalis 63 (2006): 340-43.

· Review: John Cook, Hebrew Studies 47 (2006): 433-36.

· Review: Michael Waltisberg, Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 101 (2006): 709-14.

· Review: Alan S. Kaye, Journal of the American Oriental Society 126 (2006): 284-86.

· Review: David M. Stec, Journal of Semitic Studies 54 (2009): 253-54.

2. Samuel David Luzzatto, Prolegomena to a Grammar of the Hebrew Language. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias, 2005.

· Review: Arian Verheij, Review of Biblical Literature (2007).

· Review: J. Middlemas, Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 31 (2007): 266.

· Review: Clive Fierstone, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 71 (2008): 119-21.

· Review: Stefan Reif, Journal of Semitic Studies 53 (2008): 363-65.

· Review: Dennis Pardee, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 68 (2009): 52-53.

· Review: Martin F. J. Baasten, Journal of Jewish Studies 60 (2009): 151-53.

3. The Mehri Language of Oman. Leiden: Brill, 2010.

· Review: Andrzej Zaborski, Folia Orientalia 47 (2010): 447-50.

· Review: Kevin Schluter, The Linguist List 22.4150 (2011).

· Review: Richard Davey, Journal of Semitic Studies 57 (2012): 442-44.

· Review: Miranda Morris, Journal of the American Oriental Society 132 (2012): 482-86.

· Review: Stefan Weninger, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 163/2 (2013): 529-32.

· Review: Aharon Geva-Kleinberger, Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 108/3 (2013): 189-91.
4. A Brief Introduction to the Semitic Languages. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias, 2010.

· Review: Juan-Pedro Monferrer-Sala, Aula Orientalis 29 (2011): 325-27.

5. The Jibbali (Shaḥri) Language of Oman: Grammar and Texts. Leiden: Brill, 2014.

· Review: Kevin Schluter, The Linguist List 26.2324 (2015).

· Review: Maria Bulakh, Journal of Semitic Studies 62 (2017): 285-87.

6. A Unique Hebrew Glossary from India: An Analysis of Judeo-Urdu. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias, 2016.

· Review: Ophira Gamliel, Journal of Jewish Languages 7 (2019): 117-20.

· Review: Phillip Lieberman, Journal of the American Oriental Society 140 (2020): 235-38.

· Review: Fabio Gasparini, Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 114/6 (2019): 463-66.
7. Omani Mehri: A New Grammar with Texts. Leiden: Brill, 2018.

· Review: Maria Bulakh, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 78 (2019): 369-72.

8. Jewish Languages from A to Z (with Lily Kahn). London: Routledge, 2021 (appeared September, 2020). 

· Review: Simon Rocker, The Jewish Chronicle, Oct. 26, 2020.

· Review: Norman Stillman, Journal of Jewish Languages 11 (2023).

Books Edited
1. Co-editor (with B. Richard Page), Studies in Classical Linguistics in Honor of Philip Baldi. Leiden: Brill, 2010.

2. Associate Editor (with Geoffrey Khan et al.), Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics. 4 vols. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

3. Co-editor (with Jeremy Hutton), Epigraphy, Philology, and the Hebrew Bible. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2015. 

4. Co-editor (with Lily Kahn), Handbook of Jewish Languages. Leiden: Brill, 2016.
5. Co-editor (with Lily Kahn), Handbook of Jewish Languages. Revised and Updated Edition. Leiden: Brill, 2017.
6. Co-editor (with Vincent D. Beiler), Linguistic and Philological Studies of the Hebrew Bible and its Manuscripts. Leiden: Brill, 2023.
Journal Articles
1. “A Note on the Conjugation of ל"ה Verbs in the Derived Patterns.” Zeitschrift für Althebraistik 14/1 (2001): 34–41.

2. “Notes on Genitive Exponents in some Modern Arabic Dialects.” Folia Orientalia 40 (2004): 327–36 (appeared 2006).

3. “On Syriac hārkā and Aramaic r < *n.” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 66/2 (2007): 123–24.

4. “On the Third Person Preformative n- / l- in Aramaic, and an Ethiopic Parallel.” Ancient Near Eastern Studies 44 (2007): 1–28.

5. “The Mehri Participle: Form, Function, and Evolution.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (Series 3) 17 (2007): 381–88.

6. “The Subgrouping of the Semitic Languages.” Language and Linguistics Compass 2 (2008): 61–84.

7. “Interrogatives in Mehri: Their Use and Etymologies.” Zeitschrift für arabische Linguistik 48 (2008): 75–90.

8. “The Paradigm Root in Hebrew.” Journal of Semitic Studies 53/1 (2008): 29–41.

9. “Two Peculiarities of Niphal Participles in Biblical Hebrew.” Journal of Northwest Semitic Languages 34/2 (2008): 123–30.

10. “The Functions of the Preposition k- in Mehri.” Journal of Semitic Studies 54/1 (2009): 221–26.
11. “Genesis 49:4 in Light of Arabic and Modern South Arabian.” Vetus Testamentum 59/3 (2009): 499–502.

12. “A Proper View of Arabic, Semitic, and More.” Co-authored with Gary Rendsburg and John Huehnergard. Journal of the American Oriental Society 128/3 (2008): 533–41 (appeared 2009).
13. “Ḥōm Sweet Ḥōm: The Unusual Mehri Verb ‘to want’.” Zeitschrift für arabische Linguistik 51 (2009): 76–84.
14. “The Development of the Amharic Definite Article and an Indonesian Parallel.” Journal of Semitic Studies 55/1 (2010): 103–14.
15. “The Form and Meaning of Hebrew ’ašrê.” Vetus Testamentum 60/3 (2010): 366–72.
16. “Samuel Archivolti and the Hebrew Vowel Point Controversy.” Jewish Quarterly Review 101/2 (2011): 233–43.

17. “The Value of Grammaticalization in Semitic.” Aula Orientalis 29 (2011): 99–104.
18. “Mehri Dialect Studies: Omani and Šarqīyah Mehri.” Zeitschrift für arabische Linguistik 54 (2011): 67–83.
19. “Hulton’s Jibbali Word-List of 1836.” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 77/3 (2014): 467–85.
20. “Recent Developments in Jibbali.” Journal of Semitic Studies 60/2 (2015): 431–41.
21. “On the Reliability of Published Mehri Texts.” Brill's Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics 9 (2017): 33–48. 
22. “The 3fs Perfect in Omani Mehri.” Co-authored with Sabrina Bendjaballah. Journal of Semitic Studies 65/2 (2020): 511–29.

23. “A Ḥarsusi Text Re-examined.” Brill's Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics 13 (2021): 333–52.
24. “Hebrew Compositions from the Pen of Thomas Neale, Regius Professor of Hebrew (1559‒1569), Addressed to Queen Elizabeth I on the Occasion of Her Majesty’s Visit to Oxford in 1566.” Co-authored with Gary Rendsburg. The Bodleian Library Record 32 (2019): 62–95 (appeared 2022).

25. “Towards a Better Understanding of the Ḥarsusi Language.” Journal of Semitic Studies 68/1 (2023): 327–42.
26. “Adverbs Related to ‘Year’ in Semitic.” Journal of Semitic Studies 68/2 (2023): 771–94.
27. “Yesterday and the Day Before in Semitic.” Journal of Semitic Studies 69/1 (2024): 671–86.
28. “A Hebrew Poem from the Pen of Edward Burdon (c.1540–1588), Addressed to Queen Elizabeth I on the Occasion  of Her Majesty’s Visit to Oxford in 1566.” Co-authored with Gary Rendsburg. The Bodleian Library Record (Forthcoming)
29. “Tomorrow and the Day After in Semitic.’ Journal of Semitic Studies (Forthcoming).
Book Chapters
1. “An Outline of Comparative Egypto-Semitic Morphology.” In Egyptian and Semito-Hamitic (Afro-Asiatic) Studies in Memoriam Werner Vycichl, ed. Gábor Takács, pp. 454–86. Leiden: Brill, 2004.
2. “Phyla and Waves: Models of Classification of the Semitic Languages.” Co-authored with John Huehnergard. In The Semitic Languages: An International Handbook, ed. Stefan Weninger et al., pp. 259–78. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2012.

3. “Two Modern South Arabian Etymologies.” In Language and Nature: Papers presented to John Huehnergard on the Occasion of his 60th Birthday, ed. Rebecca Hasselbach and Na’ama Pat-El, pp. 345–52. Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2012.
4. “The Future Tense in Jibbali.” In Grammaticalization in Semitic, ed. Domenyk Eades, pp. 193–203. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.

5. “A Brief Comparison of Mehri and Jibbali.” In Languages of South Arabia (Supplement to the Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 44), ed. Orhan Elmaz and Janet Watson, pp. 125–36. Oxford: Archaeopress, 2014.

6. “The Classification of Hobyot.” In Semitic Languages in Contact, ed. Aaron Butts, pp. 311–32. Leiden: Brill, 2015.
7. “Judeo-Italian.” In Handbook of Jewish Languages, ed. Lily Kahn and Aaron D. Rubin, pp. 297–364. Leiden: Brill, 2016.

8. “Other Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” In Handbook of Jewish Languages, ed. Lily Kahn and Aaron D. Rubin, pp. 748–51. Leiden: Brill, 2016.

9. “The Semitic Language Family.” In The Cambridge Handbook of Linguistic Typology, ed. Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald and R.M.W. Dixon, pp. 854–86. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017.
10. “Mehri.” In The Semitic Languages, ed. John Huehnergard and Na’ama Pat-El, pp. 257–79. London: Routledge, 2019.

11. “Genetic Affiliation.” In Usage-Based Studies in Modern Hebrew. Background, Morpho-lexicon, and Syntax, ed. Ruth A. Berman, pp. 41–49. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2020.

12. “Judeo-Italian Biblical Glossaries: The Book of Haggai” In Semitic, Biblical, and Jewish Studies in Honor of Richard C. Steiner, ed. Mordechai Z. Cohen, Aaron Koller, and Adina Moshavi, pp. 334–60. New York and Jerusalem: Yeshiva University Press and Mosad Bialik, 2020.
13. “The Hebrew Preposition min.” In Linguistic and Philological Studies of the Hebrew Bible and its Manuscripts, ed. Vincent D. Beiler and Aaron D. Rubin, pp. 86-94. Leiden: Brill
 Reference Articles
1. “Hebrew.” Co-authored with Jeremy M. Hutton. In New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, ed. Katharine D. Sakenfeld et al., vol. 2, pp. 768–78. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2007.

2. “Hebrew Language and Literature.” In Encyclopedia of the Modern World, ed. Peter N. Stearns, vol. 4, pp. 1–2. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.

3. “Linguistics and Biblical Studies.” In New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, ed. Katharine D. Sakenfeld et al., vol. 3, pp. 667–68. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2008.

4. “Hieroglyphics.” In Encyclopedia of World History. Vol. 1: Ancient World, 8000 BCE to 600 CE, ed. Mark F. Whitters, pp. 198–99. New York: Facts on File, 2008.

5. “Abbreviations.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 1–4. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

6. “Afroasiatic and Hebrew: History of Scholarship.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 61–62. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

7. “Christian Hebraists: Pre-Modern Period.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 449–52. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

8. “Definite Article: Pre-Modern Hebrew.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 678–82. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

9. “Egyptian and Hebrew.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 791–93. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

10. “Egyptian Loanwords” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 793–94. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

11. “Grammaticalization.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 2, pp. 133–35. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

12. “Hebrew Loanwords in American Creoles.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 1, pp. 98–100. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

13. “Hebrew Loanwords in Polynesian Languages.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 3, pp. 176–77. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

14. “Indefinite Article.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 2, p. 256. Leiden: Brill, 2013. 

15. “Sumerian Loanwords.” In Encyclopedia of Hebrew Language and Linguistics, ed. Geoffrey Khan et al., vol. 3, pp. 665–66. Leiden: Brill, 2013.

16. “Mehri.” In Encyclopedia of Islam 3, Leiden: Brill, 2021.

 

Other Articles
1. “Empty Torah Cases and ‘Little Purims’.” Co-authored with Lily Kahn. Jewish Review of Books, March 5, 2020. 
2. “A Hebrew Poem from the Pen of Edward Burdon (c.1540–1588), Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Dedicated to Queen Elizabeth I.” Co-authored with Gary A. Rendsburg. The Sundial (Corpus Christi College, Oxford) Issue 19, February, 2024, pp. 12–13.

3. “Where Did Hebrew Come From?” Bible Odyssey (April, 2024).

Book Reviews
1. M. Sokoloff, A Dictionary of Judean Aramaic. Hebrew Studies 46 (2005): 387–89.

2. A. Dotan, The Awakening of Word Lore: From the Masora to the Beginnings of Hebrew Lexicography. Hebrew Studies 47 (2006): 460–62. 

3. L. Jiménez Patón and A. Sáenz-Badillos, Abraham Ibn Ezra’s Sefer Moznayim. Journal of Semitic Studies 52 (2007): 166–68.

4. M. Ángeles Gallego, El judeo-árabe medieval: Edición, traducción, y estudio lingüístico del Kitāb al-taswi’a de Yonah ibn Ğanāh. Collectanea Christiana Orientalia 4 (2007): 412–15.

5. E. Ruiz González and A. Sáenz-Badillos, Abraham Ibn Ezra’s Safah Berurah: La Lengua Escogida. Journal of Semitic Studies 52 (2007): 399–400.

6. J.N. Postgate, ed., Languages of Iraq: Ancient and Modern. Bulletin of the American Schools for Oriental Research 354 (2009): 79–81.

7. Émile Puech, ed., Qumrân Grotte 4 (XXVII): Textes Araméens, Deuxième Partie (4Q550–4Q575a, 4Q580–4Q587, et appendices). Discoveries in the Judean Desert 37. Review of Biblical Literature (2009).

8. Alan S. Kaye, ed., The Morphologies of Asia and Africa. Journal of the American Oriental Society 129/1 (2009): 142–46.

9. R. Voigt, ed., From Beyond the Mediterranean: Akten des 7. Internationalen Semitohamitistenkongresses. Journal of Semitic Studies 55/1 (2010): 263–65.

10. M. Gómez Aranda, Dos comentarios de Abraham ibn Ezra al libro de Esther. Journal of Semitic Studies 55/1 (2010): 298–300.

11. Francesco Aspesi et al., eds., Il mio cuore è a Oriente: Studi di linguistica storica, filologia e cultura ebraica dedicati a Maria Luisa Mayer Modena. Journal of the American Oriental Society 129/2 (2009): 381.
12. Edward M. Cook, A Glossary of Targum Onkelos. Journal of Semitic Studies 55/2 (2010): 612–14.

13. Elvira Martín Contreras and Guadalupe Seijas de los Ríos-Zarzosa, Masora: La transmisión de la tradición de la Biblia Hebrea. Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 10 (2010).
14. Eugene Ulrich, ed. The Biblical Qumran Scrolls: Transcriptions and Textual Variants. Review of Biblical Literature (2011). 
15. Geoffrey Khan, The Neo-Aramaic Dialect of Barwar; together with Geoffrey Khan, The Jewish Neo-Aramaic of Urmi. Journal of Semitic Studies 56/1 (2011):199–202.

16. Janet C.E. Watson and Jan Retsö, eds. Relative Clauses and Genitive Constructions in Semitic. Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 161/1 (2011):160–62.

17. Alexander Sima, Mehri-Texte aus der jemenitischen Šarqīyah. Annotated and edited by Janet C.E. Watson and Werner Arnold. Journal of Semitic Studies 56/2 (2011): 427–28.
18. Kees Versteegh et al., eds., Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics, Volume IV: Q–Z; together with idem, Volume V: Index. Journal of Semitic Studies 56/2 (2011): 422–25.
19. Hayim Tawil, An Akkadian Lexical Companion for Biblical Hebrew: Etymological-Semantic and Idiomatic Equivalents with Supplement on Biblical Aramaic. Review of Biblical Literature (2011).

20. A. Sáenz-Badillos, Storia della lingua ebraica. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70/2 (2011): 319–20.

21. Kees Versteegh et al., eds., Encyclopedia of Arabic Language and Linguistics, Volume III: Lat–Pu. Journal of Near Eastern Studies 70/2 (2011): 320–21.
22. Ronny Meyer, Das Zay: Deskriptive Grammatik einer Ostguragesprache (Äthiosemitisch); together with Ronny Meyer, Wolane: Descriptive Grammar of an East Gurage Language (Ethiosemitic). Journal of Semitic Studies 57/1 (2012): 186–89.
23. Andreas Wetter, Das Argobba: Eine deskriptive Grammatik der Varietät von Shonke und T’ollaha. Journal of Semitic Studies 58/2 (2013): 423–25.

24. Federico Corriente, et al., Dialectology of the Semitic Languages: Proceedings of the IV Meeting on Comparative Semitics, Zaragoza 06/9–11/2010. Journal of Semitic Studies 61/1 (2016): 273–74.
25. Renaud Kuty, et al., Nicht nur mit Engelszungen: Beiträge zur semitischen Dialektologie. Festschrift für Werner Arnold zum 60. Geburtstag. Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 111/4–5 (2016): 378–79.

26.
M. Victoria Almansa-Villatoro and Silvia Štubňová (eds.), Ancient Egyptian and Afroasiatic: Rethinking the Origins. Brill's Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics 15 (2023): 477–85.
27. Endalew Assefa, Descriptive Grammar of Ezha, A Gurage Language of Ethiopia (Ethio-Semitic). Journal of Semitic Studies 69/1 (2024): e12–e16.

28. 
 
Professional Talks
1. “The Definite Article in Central Semitic.” Harvard University Semitic Workshop, December 5, 2003.

2. “The Definite Article in Central Semitic.” Penn State University, March, 2004.

3. “A Short History of the Hebrew Language.” Harvard University, May 5, 2006.

4. “The Preformative n- / l- in Aramaic, and Parallels.” 2nd Meeting of the International Association for Comparative Semitics, Sitges, Spain, June 1, 2006.

5. “The Development of the Amharic Definite Article.” American Oriental Society Annual Meeting, Chicago, March 14, 2008.

6. “The Mehri Language of Oman.” Penn State Institute for the Arts and Humanities, March 20, 2008.

7. “Grammaticalization and the Definite Article in Semitic.” 3rd Meeting of the International Association for Comparative Semitics, Turin, Italy, October 3, 2008.

8. “The Study of Hebrew Grammar from the Talmud to Today.” University of Texas, Austin, March 27, 2009.

9. “The Origins of Definite Articles in Semitic.” Groupe Linguistique d’Études Chamito-Sémitique (GLECS), Paris, France, May 28, 2009.

10. “The Mehri Language of Oman.” Rutgers University, November 11, 2009.

11. “The Study of Hebrew Grammar from the Talmud to Today.” Rutgers University, November 12, 2009.

12. “Some Characteristics of Mehri Dialects.” North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Austin, February 14, 2010.

13. “Some Characteristics of Mehri Dialects.” 4th Meeting of the International Association for Comparative Semitics, Zaragoza, Spain, June 10, 2010.

14. “A Short History of the Hebrew Language.” Harvard University, March 9, 2011.

15. “A Survey of the Modern South Arabian Languages.” Harvard University Semitic Workshop, March 9, 2011.

16. “Grammaticalization and the Jibbali Future.” Workshop on Grammaticalization, University of Salford, May 6, 2011.

17. “The Jibbali Future.” North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, New Brunswick, NJ, February 19, 2012.

18. “Leveling and Analogy in Modern Jibbali.” North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, New Haven, CT, February 16, 2013.

19. “A Comparison of Mehri and Jibbali Morphology.” Seminar for Arabian Studies, London, UK, July 27, 2013.

20. “A Brief Comparison of Mehri, Jibbali, and Hobyot.” Journée d’études sur les langues sudarabiques modernes, Université Paris Diderot, Paris, France, October 9, 2013.

21. “Recent Developments in Jibbali.” Journée d’études sur les langues sudarabiques modernes, Université Paris Diderot, Paris, France, October 9, 2013.

22. “The Classification of Hobyot.” North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Leiden, February 15, 2014.
23. “A Short History of the Hebrew Language.” Wellesley College, March 10, 2014.
24. “A Short History of the Hebrew Language.” Harvard University, March 11, 2014.
25. “New Observations on Some Old Mehri Texts.” Université Paris Diderot, September 8, 2014.

26. “The Classification of Hobyot.” 15th Meeting of Afro-Asiatic Linguistics, Rome, Italy, September 17, 2014.

27. “New Observations on Some Old Mehri Texts.” North American Conference on Afroasiatic Linguistics, Georgetown, DC, February 14, 2015.

28. “Mehri in Arabic Orthography.” University of Strasbourg, France, October 9, 2015.

29. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” Penn State University, February 5, 2016.
30. “The Modern Semitic Languages of Southern Arabia.” Harvard University Semitic Workshop, March 3, 2016.
31. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” Harvard University, March 4, 2016.
32. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” University of Pennsylvania, March 31, 2016.
33. “Modern South Arabian and Comparative Semitics.” Ullendorff Lecture in Semitic Philology, University of Cambridge, UK, May 18, 2017.

34. “A Re-Analysis of Mehri Grammar.” 5ème Journées d’études sur les langues sudarabiques modernes, École Normale Superieure, Paris, France, September 21, 2017.

35. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” University of Wisconsin, Madison, March, 2018.

36. “The Relationship of Egyptian and Semitic.” University of California, Los Angeles, October, 15, 2018.

37. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” Congregation Beth El, La Jolla, CA, Nov. 29, 2018.

38. “Jewish Languages, Past and Present.” Congregation Brit Shalom, State College, PA, November 17, 2019.

39. “A Ḥarsusi Text Re-examined.” National Research University, Moscow, Russia. (scheduled, June 2020 – cancelled by covid)

40. “The Relationship of Egyptian and Semitic.” Ancient Near Eastern Languages in Contact Series, Kings College London, July 15, 2020 (via Zoom). 

41. “Re-examining Johnstone’s Ḥarsusi Texts.” Workshop on Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics: Bridging the Red Sea Rift, Nantes, France, November 12, 2020 (via Zoom).

42. With Lily Kahn, “Jewish Languages from A to Z.” Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion, December 6, 2020 (via Zoom). 

43. “Jewish Languages from A to Z.” Congregation for Humanistic Judaism of Fairfield County, with the Jewish Community Center of Stamford, January 10, 2021 (via Zoom).

44. “The Reliability of Published Texts in Modern South Arabian.” Tel Aviv University. April 12, 2021 (via Zoom).

45. “Judeo-Italian Texts and their Characteristics.” Oxford Centre for Hebrew & Jewish Studies, Oxford University. November 10, 2021 (via Zoom).

46. “The Hebrew Language, History and Myths.” Yiddish House London. November 28, 2021 (via Zoom).
47. “Jewish Languages as a Source of Religious History.” University of Georgia. March 20, 2023.

48. “A Survey of Judeo-Italian,” UnYeshiva, Judaism Unbound. April 23, 2023 (via Zoom).

49. “The Functions of the T-Stems in Two Modern Semitic Languages, Mehri and Kistane,” Workshop on the Afroasiatic Middle t-Morpheme, Edinburgh, May 8, 2024.
Podcast Interviews
1. “Ancient Cousins of Arabic.” The Foreigncy Podcast, April 2, 2019.

2. With Lily Kahn, “Jewish Languages from A to Z.” The Levantini Podcast, Dec. 16, 2020.

Additional Editorial Projects
Editorial Assistant for J.F. Coakley, Robinson’s Paradigms and Exercises in Syriac Grammar, Oxford University Press, 2002.
Coordinator, Harvard University Workshop in Semitic Philology, 2003–2004.

Book Series Editor, Studies in Semitic Languages and Linguistics, Leiden: Brill, 2009–present.

Editorial Board, Journal of Semitic Studies, 2011–present.

Editorial Board, Journal of Jewish Languages, 2012–present.

Editorial Board, Chatreššar: International Journal for Indo-European, Semitic, and Cuneiform Languages, 2015–present.
Editorial Board (book series), Harvard Semitic Studies, Leiden: Brill, 2017–present.

Board Member, North American Conference for Afroasiatic Linguistics. 2019–present.

Board Member (book series), Israel Oriental Studies Annual, 2019–present.

Editorial Board, Journal of Comparative Philology, 2020–present.
Book Series Editor, Routledge Studies in Jewish Languages, London: Routledge, 2023–present.
Awards and Grants
Harvard University Certificate of Distinction in Teaching: Fall 2000, Spring 2001, Fall 2001, Spring 2002, Fall 2003, Spring 2004.

Penn State Institute for the Arts & Humanities Individual Faculty Grant, Fall 2007.

John S. Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 2016–17.

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, 2022–23.

Courses Taught
Lecture/Seminar Courses:
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 
Myths and Legends of the Jews

Great Jewish Books

Literatures of the Ancient Near East 

Ethiopia and the Bible

Comparative Semitics

Language Courses:
Biblical Hebrew (all levels)
Rabbinic Hebrew 
Modern Hebrew (various levels)
Targumic Aramaic
Syriac
Readings in Aramaic Dialects
Introduction to Classical Arabic

Introductory and Intermediate Modern Literary Arabic
Ethiopic (Ge‘ez) 

Yiddish Grammar and Reading
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